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INVOCATION. 


Our Father; Thou Divine Parent; Thon Ever living and Ever-loving God; Infinite 
in Love, Infinite in Wisdom, Infinite in the bounty of Thy Divine Light; O God, we 
turn to Thee in praises; even as upon the altar of the invisible universe, the stars and 
the queen of night lay their offerings of light and loveliness; or as upon the altar of 
being the sun resplendent with its golden rays forevermore places the offerings of 
splendor, so would we upon the altar of Thy perfect love place our offerings of devo- 
tion. Whatever is lovely in human thought, whatever is aspiring or full of praise, 
‘whatever recognizes the bounty of Thy loving kindness, these are the gifts that we 
bring; whatever aspires to uplift humanity from the thraldom of the dust, whatever of 
purity and truth link human lives together in one bond of brotherhood they would 
praise Thee for this. О God! we would praise Thee evermore for every blessing, for 
the sunshine of the day and the darkness of the night, for theshadows that fall heavily 
when the tempest has come, and the calm that rests upon sea and shore when the tem- 
pest is gone. For that other sunlight within the soul, the glory of immortal life and 
truth,and for that other shadow that in the darkness of time rests heavily upon buman 
lives, the shadow of death that awakeneth immortality, we would praise Thee. For all 
human affection and for that enduring love that beyond death, in the celestial realm, 
lives and abides forever, Thy children would praise Thee; for the commanion of lov- 
ing friends on earth, the ties of home and of the fire-side, and for that higher and 
diviner communion with friends in the spirit land, with the loved ones who are veiled 
from mortal sight, Thy children would praise Thee; for all hopes for humanity, 
‘wherein the world is made subservient to human needs, and all tyranny shall cease 
and all striving shall pass away, we praise Thee; for that hope of humanity that in the 
mortal world conquers all fears, and in the life eternal swallows up all striving in the 
"peace that passeth understanding,” we praise Thee evermore, O God! Amen. 
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‘There comes a day of retribution, and that retribution has comesilently, potently 
palpably; peaceably, if you will have it so, or if yon insist upon it, it undoubtedly will 
come forceably; but if in the dreams of those who fear that this power is upon them, 
there is the voice of conscience that also whispers that it is right, then all these com. 
binations that represents your human brothers, that represent those that have not been 
violent, represent those that have peaceably pursued their daily toil; all these combina- 
tions simply convey a moral force, that thought that is gradually risit:g in the world, 
that people and not things constitute the rights of men; that life and labor and the 
enjoyment of them and the happiness that ensues from the privileges of civilization 
belong to those who win them by their daily toil. Wh-ther you accept this truth today, 
ora hundred years from now, or a thousand years, it will still be thetrath, and deeper 
and deeper will spring into the lives and thoughts of men and forceitself through 
those lives and through human selfishuess, and throughall barriers that hamanity can 
make. Kings cry out when their thrones нге in danger; autocrats cry ont when their 
authority is questioned, and the despotism of caste cries out when there is danger of 
equality among men, and lives will ery out so long as anything material is made to 
stand as a despot over human lives. 

We point out these things, we have not created them; we indicate to you what the 
Appearances are, we are not responsible for them; but the principle underlying this 
statement is not your possessions, is not your property, nor your biased convictions, 
nor what you may thins is justifiable under existing circumstances, but that which 
goes deeper, which goes to the foundation of all human existence, that which is the 
question of human right, and which ultimately mast have its way, and must come by 
growth or by violence; by gradual unfoldment orby sudden revolution; by whatever 
methods the existing errors shall enforce, still it mast come, 

In а deeper sense the indications of the hoar are more profonnd; it is not alone in 
this surface agitation, not alone in this external expression of the “rights of men” that 
уоп find the greatest revolution. Already silently and with expanding wings, with 
wonderful pinions of thought, and with great power over land and sea, there has been 
‘wrought a revolution in the minds and spiritsof men. Spiritual convictions have 
taken a lenp toward the light. Instead of t'e enslavement of fear, the bondage of 
terror and homan authority, each individual life is measuring its growth by the sun- 
shine of God's love, and whatever shadow it casts upon the earth is the indication of 
the stature that is there. No more must you be chronicled in some particular creed 
or category of belief; no more must you bend to some authority: the power of indivi- 
dunl thought has suddenly sprung, gisnt-like, into full proportions, aud, therefore, 
‘what human beings expected of slaves they can по longer expect of men and women. 
If you want authority it must be an authority commensurate with the growth of the 
‘world; if thereis to be power it must be a power that is in accordance with the present 
state of civilization. You cannot have the slavery of Egypt, nor Africa, nor the 
nies of the ancient world, when you have the civilization of the nineteenth 
and if your laws are such that they сап be moulded and bentto de the bidding, 
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‚man who is netheir King, Premier, Prelate nor Priest, but 
‘representative of a single sentiment seeking for its rights ! 

Walk about ignoring this question, that mean's simply imbecility. Who can? 
Talk abont the world being governed by laws and your nation being controlled by 
legislation, but if legislators are in conspiracy with wrong, and the people are in 
‘communion with heaven, then legislators cannot govern the country; the people 
will. And to-day you ure on the verge of that same revolution that is pend ng over 
‘sea, in а milder type, with greater privilege: of expression here, is liable to come 

nent. And it simply means that beneath all this the line of 
hun lestiny has been so shaped, that at the present hour the: a pulsation that 
isin sympathy with human progressthroughout the whole world. You have not laid 
your cables, your systems of submarine telegraphing for nothing: you have not em- 
ployed the power of steam in bringing nations into commercial reintions more 
closely for nothing; you have not songht in every possible way to brighten the world 
by the added light of electricity in vaiu. These are but the indications of a subtler 
pulsation benonth the ocean of homan thought. The submarine cables of humanity 
are Inid, опе man sitting in New York can feel the pulse of the workingmen, the 
Oppressed, the down-trodden the world over. You can no longer cut them off by any 
mere cenation of verbal communication, nor technical point of Inw; there is а subtle 
sympathy conveyed by deeper methods even fhan your systems of cables can con- 
уву, by which these men know one another's feelings and understand one another's 
thoughts, and that which means in America the “strike” and “arbitration” between 
employer and employed, means in England, in Rossia, in Germany revolution. 
‘That which reaches you in the system of moral violence employed in the boycott, 
unjust though it seems to be, is but the very outermost firing of the guns of thoss 
picket lines that across the ocean, and in the deeper darkness and deeper distress of 
thousands of haman lives means perchance revolation or assassination. 
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Here it may be moral force; there it may be violence, But more 5 
under the all-sheltering, all-dominant power of deeper spiritual Be = 
uniting together for higher and nobler aims than the mere present demand of 
2 Aus rights” requires; it is for something that the future is to bring; it for the 

fe that is prophesied and predicted; it is for that for which your fathers fought, 
and which you have steadily maintained; itis for the enlightenment and uplifting of 
all lives, so that no individual power can be brought to bear in oppression upon any 
human destiny. The slavery of the despotism of the tyrant is uver the sen; the 
slavery of the despotism of capital is here. The political situation there is im- 
erative; here itis reletive. But the moral and spiritual sentiments in both cases 
аге equal. And the lescon is in the imminent nature of these propositions that they 
must be met here as well as there, and in the fact that there is a deeper underlying 
power that any physical expression can give. We mean by this the underlying power 
of man’s spiritual nature. We mean by this that which in your own lives, in spite of 
merely external interest, rises up to teach you that which is just and true concerning 
humanity. We mean that which shall affect your mural relationship one toward the 
other. We mean that which shall have traer spiritaal signification in your lives, 
We mean that which you are warned of from day to day, yet which you never listen 
to, the light of the spiritual realm pervading human affairs. 

If it reaches them (the oppressed) in glimmerings of justice and freedom, it 
should reach you in your daily conduct toward one another. if it reaches them in striv- 
ing against material wrong, it should reach you in striving against spiritual wrongs. 
If it reaches them in endeavoring to win freedom for mankind, it should reach yon 
in endeavoring to win freedom from your own individual errors, from the individual 
self which may oppress you, from those daily allarements wherewith conscience is 
often bribed. You hold continual warfare and struggle between your higher nature 
and that which is lower. For while with these men itis life, with you it is moral 
principle. 

‘The spiritual agitation which is going on in the world today means no compromise 
with tyranny, no compromise with oppression, and means also no compromise with 
‘conscience, по compromise with your individaal spiritual conviction, and посошрго- 
mise with that which you know to be wrong. The golden rule is set high above all 
the nations in Christendom, and yet the majority of human beings after two thousand 
years of christianity are striving for their individual rights! The sermon to be found 
in this situation is all that is needed for your moral natures to peroeive. And if these 
people, deprived of that which they cherish and seeking that which they prize, follow 
their convictions aud not their selfishness, the pathway of trath lies open and clear 
‘before them. 

Yon who stand in the breach, who are neither in the realm of the oppressor, пог 
yet of the oppressed; you who are standing in the open plain, who are not in the realm 
of authority, nor of those subject to authority, you may turn the tide and win a blood- 
Jess victory for that humanity that you prize. Nay, do not say that you are weak; do 
‘not say that individuals are powerless; do not say that а small number of determined 
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WHERE SHALL I FIND REST? 


[impromptu poem from subject suggested by one of the audlence.} 


‘The place of rest is not within the ground, 
Although the sleeping blossoms seem to die, 
‘Their quickened germs in slumber still are found, 
And all the forms that hidden, monldering, lie. 
By transmutation are working still, 
Life's purpose to #181. 


Not in the downy couch of troubled ease 

Can the o’erweary spirit find repose ; 

Ambition ever seeks the power to please, 

And pride sees all the gates of life unclose 
‘That lead lead unto ambition’s hight, 
‘Then quick into darkest night. 

Not idleness with slothfal wing 

Can bring unto the burdened spirit rest, 

Still in the heart the weary song will sing, 

‘The monody of deep and sad unrest, 
Even like the murmoring of the sea 
‘That moans and moans eternally. 


Where can the weary spirit find its rest? 
‘No human place is ever free from care, 
And there upon fair heaven’s azure breast, 
Even the worlds that seem so still and fair, 
Whirl in ceaseless flight for ase, 
Around and thro the endless sky. 
O, where is rest ? Deep sleep within the soul 
Ts a calm space so bright and pure and fair, 
Where no dark tempests e'er can roll, 
‘Where no cloud pinions fill the air, 
‘Where want and woe can never come, 
Jn the spirit, affection's home. 
‘You are told that in the tempest's breath 
There is one place so calm and still, 
As free from turbulence and death, 
As "twere the dwelling of God's will ; 
‘You are told that in the furnace's heat 
One smallest space is free from flame, 
Where a rose leaf might find retreat, | 
And ne'er despoil it of its name; | 


| 


a parent of all souls! Be thou tho light and guide 
din thy written word upon each soul that law of 


